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FOKEiaN AND INSIir.AR. 



AFRICA. 



Report from Cape Colony — Plague at King Williams Toirn — Exarni- 
nation of rodents for plague infection. 

The following report on the outbreak of plague at King Williams 
Town is received from the medical officer of health for the colony 
under date of May 22 : 

No case of plague in man was discovered during the week ; 2 cases 
discovered during the preceding week remain under treatment. 

During the week 174 rats (including 89 found dead) and 94 mice 
(including 15 found dead) were examined and 70 rats and 4 mice 
found to be plague infected and 20 rats and 11 mice to be probably 
plague infected. 

BRAZIL. 

Report from Rio de Janeiro — Inspection of vessels — Plague, small- 
pox, and yellow fever — Mosquitoes at Santos. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports, May 26: 
Two weeks ended May 24, 1907. Vessels inspected and received bills 
of health from this consulate-general : On the 13th instant the Brit- 
ish steamship Swedish Prince, for New Orleans via St. Lucia, W. I., 
in cargo of coflfee, no passengers of any class, and no change in the 
personnel of the crew while in this port ; on the 14th instant the Brit- 
ish steamship Di'^mcondra, for a Gulf port of the United States 
(exact destination unknown), in water ballast, no passengers, and no 
change in the ship's personnel while in this port ; on the 18th instant 
the German steamship Gunther, for New York, with a cargo of coffee, 
4 passengers of all classes — 2 first cabin and 2 steerage — and with 
no change in the crew in this port: on the same date the British 
steamship Eastern Pnnce, for New York, with a cargo of coffee, no 
passengers of any class, and with no change in the crew personnel in 
this port; and on the 20th instant the British steamship Buff on, for 
New Orleans, with a cargo of coffee, no passengers, and no change 
in the personnel of the crew while in this port. Of these vessels 
mentioiied I did not inspect the steamship Easterm Pr'ince or the 
steamship Gunther. 
• Mortality in Rio de Janeiro. — Week ended May 19, 1907. Total 
deaths. 227. Yellow fever caused 3 deaths with the same number of 
reported cases (all fatal) ; bubonic plague, no deaths, but there were 
2 new cases reported, and variola, no cases nor deaths. At the close 
of the week there were in the Hospital Sao Sebastiao 1 case of yellow 
fever. 4 cases of variola, 2 cases of plague, and 18 cases of suspicious 
illness under observation. 
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Week ended May 26, 1907. Total deaths, 232. Yellow fever caused 
1 death, with 1 new reported case; plague, no case nor deaths, and 
variola, 7 new cases and 1 death. At the close of the week there 
were in the Hospital Sao Sebastiao, 1 case of yellow fever, 5 cases of 
variola, 2 cases of bubonic plague, and 22 cases of suspicious illness 
under observation. 

Mosquitoes in Santos- — I wrote recently to the American consul at 
Santos, Brazil, asking him to obtain from the health authorities a 
statement in regard to the prevalence of Stegomyia in that city. T 
inclose his reply. Mosquitoes are known to be very abundant in 
Santos. 

[Inclosure.] 

I have the honor to be in i-eceipt of your letter making inquiry in regard to 
the public health of the city of Santos, and I am able to give you the following 
information : 

The construction of docivs at Santos was begun in 1889. and the improvements 
in the water supply for the city were begun in 1899, but the Stegomyia fasciata, 
being a mosquito of house habits, i. e., preferring houses to the open air or 
open spaces, neither of these improvements has had any direct action upon the 
existence of these mosquitoes. 

In the suburban portion of the city where there exist trenches and puddles, 
mosquitoes are relativel.y frequent and abundant, but are generally of the Culex 
variety. The larvte of Stegomyia preferably develop in water conta iners of any 
kind and in shady or dark protected places, and are rarely found in puddles or 
trenches exposed to the sun's rays. Atiopheles mosquitoes do not exist in the 
city or in the suburbs. 

BRITISH HONDUR.AS. 

Report from Belize, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Robertson reports as follows: Week 
ended June 20, 1907. Present officially estimated population, 8,500; 
general sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, good. 

Bills of health issued to the follow'ing-named vessels: 



Date. 



June 14 
H 



Vessel. 



Destination. 



Belize Mobile 

Anselm i New Orleans . 



1 Number of 
Number i passengers 
of crew. ; from this 

; port. 



17 
41 



Number of 
passengers 
m transit. 





15 



Number of aliens sailing for United States ports from this port 
during the week, 4. 
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Report from Shanghai — hispection of resseJs — SmolJpox — Smallpox 
and typhus fever at Tlanl'au. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ransom reports. May 21 : 
Week ended May 18, 1907. Four supplemental bills of health 
granted to 4 steam.ships; 4 vessels, .521 crew, and 83 steerage pas- 
sengers inspected. Two cases of ordinary illness occurring on board 



